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a IN being allowed the honour of 
dedicating this Work to your Lordſhip, I feel deeply 
ſenſible of this truth; that it could not be uſhered into 


* 


the world, under a ſanction more flattering, or more 


likely to enſure the approbation of the Public. 
I have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
3 Tord. 
Your Lordſhip's 


Moſt obedie 


— 
* 


And devoted Servant, 


DAVID ROBERTS. 
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IN preſenting this work to the Public, I muſt declare its utility; 
though I claim no further merit, than the pains which I have 
taken to pourtray in an accurate and ſimple manner, the various 
motions uſed with the firelock, in the manual and platoon = 
exerciſes. = 

I have been careful moſt cloſely to conform to the precepts, as 90 _— 
deſcribed in the Regulation publiſhed by Authority, the 20th of — 
April, 1792. - 

I have alſo added ſome extra motions, which, though not 
found in the manual, are of conſiderable conſequence. 

In reſpect to thoſe inſtructions which I offer to officers ; I have 


drawn them from the beft authorities: —and as uniformity is eſſen- 
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tial to every branch of military duty, the poſitions which I have 
deſigned for their rank, will be found as ſimple and eaſy, as they 


are true. | . — 4 | 
With pleaſure, I avow myſelf much indebted to my friend 4 

Mr. R. K. Porter. He fortunately unites the powers of an 

artiſt, to his critical knowledge in military tactics; and has 

brought forward every exertion on his part, to render the FE 

drawings and etchings of this work, worthy the eye of a 

Martial Public. 
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neck, raiſing his cheſt well up, and forward, ſo as to throw the 


a firm poſition, which cannot. be the caſe if the weight of the 
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PE.” Manual Exercise and Ranks. 3 | 


WIE N a recruit joins the regiment, he will be inſtructed 


— . 


as follows. Fo Fs i 


* * 


The firſt motion is placing his right foot behind the left, 
two inches his left knee bent and his right thumb cloſed in 


. N 


his left hand. 8 | 5 


* 


On the word Attention-—he will bring up his right foot even 


with the left, at the ſame time ſtraighten his left knee, forcing 
it well back, and let his hands fall to each ſide with the thumb 
a little turned out, and the fingers rather bent inwards, fo as 


not to appear ſtiff, forcing back the points of his ſhoulders and | 


weight of his body upon the balls of his feet, in order to obtain 


body is leaning backwards upon the heels. 


1 N Bp ey. 5 En On 


v4 
if 


6 > „ N 

For the firſt two or thirds days he muſt clini be taught his 
facings, to the right, and right about ; 80 left and left about. 
| To Stand at eaſe with two motions. 

The firſt motion draw the right foot a little behind the left, at 
the ſame time, making his hands meet acroſs his body, viking g 
one with the other a ſmart pat with the palm; the hands at this 
time on a line with the elbows—elbows cloſe to the ſides. 

— 00 ſecond motion. Bend the left knee, at the ſame time drop 
the hands, cloſed as they are, to the waiſtband of the breeches. 

The recruit will be then taught to Salute. : 

At one motion—hew1ll raiſe his right hand withan eaſy and grace- 
ful motion, to bring the right thumb the height of the right tem- 
ple, and the fingers extended, in an horizontal line, along the bot- 
tom of the hat or cap, the elbow raiſed higher than the ſhoulder, 
the body quite erect, the head well raiſed, and eyes OS. to 
the front. mn res Gps bo 
N. B. Very particular attention is weg from non- com- 
miſſioned officers and privates, to adhere ſtrictly to the foregoing 
inſtruction whenever they addreſs an officer, or have to paſs him, 
or when an officer paſſes them.* This is the duty of every non- 
commiſſioned and private of every regiment, to all officers. 


* Soldiers, alſo with arms, on paſſing an officer or paſſed by any officer, will imme- 
diately carry arms until the officer is paſſed; this may be done whilſt in motion, 


Facings. 
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* e 5 | Facings. : 8 
| A 1 | | f . 
7 s A the word Face, turn the body upon 
1 „ „ the left heel to the right ;—obſerve, not to LEW 
WS {fink or bend the knee, but keep the body 
. V . 4 15 | 
„ . At the word Face, drop the right foot back - "08 


. | three inches, the ball of the foot oppoſite to 1 


e Right W R ; the left heel; then, with a ſtiff knee, turn the 4 


body well round to the rear by the right, on I I z 


r 
: 8 


n 
& 


£3 F 
Tel 
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* 
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| the heels: Next motion—bring your righ 

f 355 8 lfoot back to its Prope place. 85 „„ on g | 1 | 4 
: | | 9 = e As it Right Face, only turning on the 5 1 L 
Wright heel. 4 Wo _ 


| Ty Advance the right foot, and bring the heel = : 
h | | | up to the ball of the left foot, turn round on 3 
= 4 both heels, knees ſtraight, to the rear by the 
| left : Next motion—bring up the right foot 
„ | Ito its proper poſition. 


— HAVING been perfected in the preceding poſitions, the 


recruit will be taught to march in quick t1me—or 120 paces in a Cn 
minute. 1 8 | 
| 70 | 2 1 | | | # N 
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The ſhoulders muſt be carefully preſſed back; the hands hang | 
by the ſide, but never to appear in front of * thigh, rather b- 
hind ; the knee that ſupports the body to be well forced back, A 


lr ice which will keep the body ſteady and preſerve the height. 8 | 
5 Prior to the recruit being put to 


/jow time, or 75 paces in the 
minute, he will be exerciſed with dumb. bells as follows: the | 
dumb-bells being placed one on each ſide of him, and himſelf in e 
an erect, ſteady poſture—on the word, * 1385 e . 55 | | 
Raiſe Bells —he will take one in each hand, and by a gentle 
motion, raiſe them as high as his arm will ſuffer him above 
his head; then gradually ſinking them with ſtretched arm, 
as much behind him as poſſible, he will form the circle with 
them as deſcribed in Fig. 1. Plate II. making the circle com- 
lete, by cauſing the backs of his hands to meet behind his body ; To | 
this will be repeated, according to his ſtrength, five or ſix times. 
Extend Bell. | For act goa eats 
The bells being raiſed to the ſhoulder, they will be forced „ 


forwards, keeping the ſame height, then brought back in the 


+ # ar San 
1 
* 


ſame manner; this will throw the cheſt forward, and force back 
the neck and ſhoulders this muſt be frequently repeated. 
Swing bells. 7 To Og | 
The top part of the bells to be made meet together in front, 
. the height of the breaſt; then forced backwards with an ex- 
| tended arm, be made to touch behind: in doing this, the 1 
of the hands muſt be uppermoſt, and the elbows well down : 
this circle muſt be repeated 14 or 15 times :— Time, the circle per- 
formed, in two ſeconds. | 
| : | Ground | 


4 7 F | \ | | ; 
The recruit will let fall the bells by his ſides, and remain 
ſteady and firm. _ V 


The recruit will now be taught to march in ordinary time, and 
it will be well to impreſs on his mind, that the word march, al- 
ways implies ordinary time when given ſeparately. 
Ordinary time. 7 | 

The recruit ſliding his hands behind him, gradually forces 


them back (the palms of the hands next the body) until they 


meet, and then croſſing them, with his right he takes a firm 


hold of the left, then forcing his arms well downwards, ſtraight- 


— 


ens them and brings his elbows as near together as poſſible, 


raiſing his hands a little off from his back, which draws back 
the points of his ſhoulders and opens his cheſt, ſee Fig. 2. Plate II. 
In this poſition, he will advance, bringing his breaſt well for- 


ward, almoſt to cover the advancing foot, the toe muſt be well 


» * 


pointed, and turned out, then brought to the ground, flat and 
firm, which if he keeps his body back, he will not be able to do 
marching in ordinary time. The recruit muſt be particular to 
keep the knee alſo that ſupports the body perfectly ſtraight. 


* 


EVERY recruit ſhould be practiſed at the balance-ſtep, fre- 


quently, before the fire - lock is put into his hand. 2 55 15 


Left leg, ſwing. Coons | 
The body being perfectly ſteady, the left .leg raiſed from the 


« 
* 


ground 


- 


r „ 


— 
& 


9 


* 


ground is preſented to the front, looſening the inſtep joint, 
raiſing the foot ſeveral times the height of the right knee, which 
being as before deſcribed, ſtraight, and firmly forced back- 
wards, the body muſt be ſteady. By a bend of the left knee, the 
leg will be carried behind, extended well, and raiſed up a little; 
then once more brought to the front, as in the firſt poſition. 
As you were. Ti 9 95 n 
The foot will be brought to the ground, on a line with the 
right leg ; the ſame proceſs will be purſued with the right leg. 


THE recruit ſhould now be taught to ſhoulder his firelock, and 
alſo the two firſt motions of the preſent, to enable him to practiſe 
the following exerciſe, being placed with ſhouldered arms. 

Sling Arms—from the poiſe. | 

The firelock is raiſed with the right hand, over the head, the 


butt to the right, the muzzle to the left, the fore-finger cloſe to 


the top {wivel ; at a ſignal, the firelock muſt be preſſed down- 
wards to the ſhoulder blade; but very great care muſt be 
taken to preſerve it exactly ſteady, neither ſwerving to the right 
nor the left. In this poſture the balance · ſtep muſt be prac- 
tiſed. Plate III. Hö 
Raiſe arms. 
Raiſe the firelock above the head, with both hands. 
Poiſe arms. 
Letting go the left hand, bring the firelock down with the 
right hand to the poiſe, replacing the left hand. 
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| Shoulder Arms. 5 . . | 
| Throw the firelock well in to the ſhoulder, and quit the 
| right hand. Ce ng Bed 8 

| It will alſo be well for the recruit, to practiſe the following 
1 NN ) DI Res . 

| | To Shoulder ſmartly with one Hand. % 
| | Drop the piece from the ſhoulder with the left hand, into the 
= loading poſition ; then ſmartly throw it up to the ſhoulder, 
uſing only the left hand. 


attentive, whilſt performing any part of his duty : and the mo- 

ment he falls into the ranks to take up his dreſſing, to fix him- 

T7 ſelf firmly in his poſition, and watchfully wait, for any com- 
mand his officer may give. 


— 
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a” ___ 
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ls Pojttion of the Soldier under Arms. 


THE equal ſquareneſs of the ſhoulders, and body, to the 
front, is the firſt and grand principle of the poſition of the ſol- 
dier the heels muſt be in à line, and cloſed; the knees ſtraight 
without ſtiffneſs; the toes turned out, ſo that the feet may form 
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MUCH care muſt be taken to habituate men to perform 
their different duties with regularity; and to inſtil into their 
minds, the very great neceſſity there is for a ſoldier being ſtrictly 
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off 


= 


an angle of about 60 degrees; the arms hang near the body, but 


- a 


not ſtiff; the flat of the hand and little finger touching the thigh, 


and the thumbs as far back as the ſeams of the breeches ; the 


elbows and ſhoulders are to be kept back; the belly rather drawn 
in, and the breaſt advanced, but without conſtraint; the body 
to be upright, but inclining rather forwards, ſo that the weight 
of it may bear chiefly on the balls of the feet; the head to be 
erect, and neither turned to the right, nor to the left; the eyes 
alone will be glanced to the right. Te 

Under arms, the firelock is to be placed in his left hand, 
againſt the ſhoulder ; his wriſt to be a little turned out ; the 
thumb alone to appear in front; the four fingers to be under 
the butt, and the left elbow to be rather bent inwards, {o as not 


to be ſeparated from the body, or to be more backward or 


forward than the right one; the firelock muſt reſt full on the 


hand, not on the end of the fingers; and be carried in ſuch 
manner as not to raiſe, advance, or keep back one ſhoulder more 
than the other; the butt muſt therefore be forward, and as low 
as can be permitted without conſtraint; the fore part a very 
little before the front of the thigh; and the hind part of it 
preſſed by the wriſt againſt the thigh. It muſt be kept ſteady, 
and firm, before the hollow of the ſhoulder ; ſhould it be 


drawn back, or carried too high, the one ſhoulder would be 


advanced, the other kept back, and the upper part of the body 
would be diſtorted, and not {quare with reſpect to the limbs. 
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Manual Exerciſe. 


4 BRING the firelock to the trail in two Plate V. 

motions as uſual, ſeizing it at the firſt, at the 

lower loop, juſt above the ſwell : At the Fig. r. 
1ſt ſecond, bring it down to the right ſide, the 

Order aus; butt within two inches of the ground: — Fig. 2. 

(3 motions.) At the third, drop the butt on the ground, 

placing the muzzle againſt the hollow of N ö 

the right ſhoulder, and the hand flat upon f 

the {ling. Fig. 3. 


At the word Fix, place the thumb of Plate vI. 
the right hand, as quick as poſſible, be- 
| hind the barrel, taking a gripe of the fire- 
lock:—as ſoon as the word of command is 
fully out, puſh the firelock a little forward, 
4 | [at the ſame time drawing out the bayonet 
„ J with the left hand, and fixing it with thge _— 
Fix Bayonets, © 3 5 2 55 

| utmoſt celerity. The inſtant this is done, 
return, as quick as poſſible, to the Order, 
as above deſcribed, and ſtand perfectly 
=o | ſteady. Ihe bayonet muſt be ſeized back- 


handed, and well forced down, when in 


the act of being drawn out. | 
7 _- Shoulder 
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18 10 5 
Ass ſoon as the word Shoulder is given, 
take a gripe of ch firelock with the right 
| hand, as in fixing bayonets; and at the laſt 
word, Arms, the firelock muſt be thrown 
with the right hand, in one motion, and with | 
as little appearance of effort as poſſible, in- 
to its proper poſition on the left ſhoulder ;— 
the hand croſſes the body in ſo doing, but 
muſt inſtantly be withdrawn. 


Plate IV. 


A 
Shoulder Arms. 


A. 


1 ( utt. Seize the firelock with the right hand, 

* ſjundceéer the guard, turning the lock to the front, 
but without moving it from the ſhoulder. | 

2d. Raiſe the firelock to the Poiſe with the 

rig. J. Iright hand, ſtriking it ſmartly with the left, 

the fingers extended along the ſling, the wriſt 

| upon the guard, and the point of the left 


ath thumb of equal height with the eyes. 


Prefent Arms, 


(3 motions. ) 


3d. Bring down the firelock with a quick 
Blate VII. motion, as low as the right hand will admit 
without conſtraint, turning the ſling to the 
front, drawing back the right foot at the ſame 
inſtant, ſo that the hollow of it may touch the 
left heel. The firelock in this poſition 1s to 
be totally ſupported in the left hand ; the butt 

| perpendicular down the center of the left 
thigh; the body to reſt entirely on the left 
foot; both knees to be ſtraight. 


«th 


8 
iſt. By a turn of the right wriſt, bring the plate Iv. 
5th | firelock to its proper poſition on the ſhoulder, 
Shoulder Arms, + the left hand graſping the butt. 2d. Quit the 


(2 motions.) | right hand, bringing it briſkly down to its of oo VIII. 
place by the ſide. at 


* 


iſt, At one motion throw the firelock from Plate VIII. 
the ſhoulder acroſs the body, to the diagonal 
poſition in Fig. I. Plate VIII. which is known 
in many regiments by the name of Port Arms 
or Prepare to Charge, in which the lock 
is to be turned to the front, and at the height 
| of the breaſt; the muzzle ſlanting upwards, ſo 


Fig. . 


6th | that the barrel may croſs oppoſite the point of 
Charge Bayonets, ] the left ſhoulder, with the butt proportionally | 

(2 motions.) 1 depreſſed; the right hand graſps the {mall of 

EE the butt, and the left holds the piece at the 

ſwell, cloſe to the lower pipe, the thumbs of 


| both hands pointing towards the muzzle. 


2d. Make a half face to the right, and bring 


down the firelock to nearly a horizontal poſiti- Fi 


= 
a 


on, with the muzzle inclining a little upwards, 


(and the right wriſt reſting againſt the hip. 


N. B. The firſt motion of the Charge is the poſition which 
the ſoldier will, either from the ſhoulder, or after firing, take, 
in order to advance on an enemy, Jom it is intended to attack 
with fixed bayonets; and the word of command for that purpoſe 
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Plate IX. 


Fig. 1. 


Fig. 2. 


Th Ge 
is Prepare 10 Charge.” The ſecond poſition of the charge is 
that which the front rank takes, | when arrived at a few 
yards diſtance only, from the body to be attacked. The firſt 
motion of the charge 1s alſo that which ſentries are to take, when 


challenging any perſons who approach their poſt. 


\ 1ſt—Face to the front, and throw up the 
piece into its poſition on the ſhoulder by a 


Mm 2th | turn of the right wriſt, inſtantly graſping the 
Shoulder arms. + butt, as before deſcribed, with the left hand. 
(2 motions.) | 2d —Quit the firelock briſkly with the right 

hand, bringing It to its prop place by the 
(ide. 


- The men muſt be taught likewiſe to /upport 
arms at three motions, throwing the firſt and 
ſecond nearly into one: At the firſt motion, 
| they ſeize the ſmall of the butt, under the 
lock, with the right hand, bringing the butt 
Support Arms. ; in front of the groin, and keeping the lock 
| ſomewhat turned out; at the ſecond, they 
bring the left arm under the cock ; at the 
third, they quit the right hand. In carrying 


arms from the ſupport, the motions are ex- 


(actly reverſed. 


In marching any diſtance, or in ſtanding at eaſe when ſup- 


ported, the men are allowed to bring their right hands acroſs the 
body, 
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body, to the ſmall 


be thrown ſtill more forward; the fingers of the left hand being 


0 13 ) 


of the butt, which latter muſt, in that caſe, 


uppermoſt, muſt be placed between the body and the right el- 


bow, Plate 13. The right hands are to be inſtantly removed 


when the diviſion halts, or is ordered to dreſs by the right. 


When ſtanding at 


eale with ſupported arms, the left knee is to 


be bent, and right foot drawn back ſix inches. At the word, 


Attention, the right hand removed, the butt thrown back, and 


the right leg brought up; left knee ſtraightened. 


Unfix Bayonets. © 


In the above wethod 


belt, with the right finger 


At the word Unjix, ſlip the right thumb in 


rear of the barrel: — On the word Bayonels, 


ö 


with the right hand puſh the firelock for- 


ward, ſo as to ſee the muzzle without in- 


clining the head; with the left hand, ſeize 


the ſocket of the bayonet with the thumb and 
fore finger ; diſengage the bayonet from the 


! firelock, and holding it between the finger 


and thumb, (as in Plate IX. No. 3.) let it 


fall by forming a circle, (as in Fig. 4,) it will 


| by that motion meet the palm of the hand; and 


will be in a poſitive direction to the mouth of 


the bayonet ſcabbard, and eaſily returned; the 


| firelock thrown back to the right ſhoulder, 


and the left hand well down to the left ſide.* 


of returning the bayonet, the men may be allowed to ſeize the 


and thumb, below the breaſt-plate, in order to ſteady it, 


Secure 


V, , 
"WW 
as 


being graiped by the other fingers, the point 


plate IX, 


Fig. 3: 


"4 
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Plate X. 
Fig. 1. 


Secure Arms. 
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Fig. 2. 


Shoulder Arms 


Plate X. 


< 


] ſteady it); the left hand will ſeize the fire- 
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LO 
Bring the right hand ſmartly acroſs the 
body, ſo as to graſp the firelock below the 


| lock; then with the left hand catch the fire- 
1 lock near the ſwell, and at the ſame time ſink 


the muzzle till the butt becomes even with 
the back of the ſhoulder; the lock will be 
received, and covered by the inſide of the 
i bend of the arm. 


The muzzle will be flung up to the ſhoul- 
der, the right hand will graſp the ſmall of 


the ſtock as in the firſt motion (in order to 


lock at the butt, and the right hand be then 
withdrawn. 1 


From the Order, turn the firelock with the 
right hand, ſo much to the right as to have 
the lock quite behind; and at the ſame time 
diſengage the right foot, and make a half 
face to the right, ſo that the flat of the butt 


1 ſhall be oppoſite the ball of the great toe: 


Then advance the left foot, and extend the . 


| firelock eaſily on the ground, which is done 


| by ſinking on your right knee, which ſhould 
Ground Arms. + cover the lock, the left leg perpendicular, 
5 and the left hand reſting on the calf. The 

firelock 


. 
firelock is to be laid on the ground, exactly 

| ſtraight from the right foot; the body as 

| nearly erect as poſſible, the head up, and the 

| eyes to the flugel man. With a ſpring, which 
will be much aided by the left hand having 
| graſped the calf of the left leg, the body = 
is to be raiſed to the perpendicular poſi- ; = 
tion, hands down; and the right foot diſ- 
engaging from -the butt of the firelocx re- | 48 


ſumes its proper poſition, as the body returns | ._ 
with a half face to the front. 


HFalf face to the right—the right foot plate x5, : 3s 
placed behind the butt, the body is once . 
more ſunk as in Plate XI. the right hand 
ſeizing the piece at the ſwell; the left, the | 
| calf of the left leg :—the body is again raiſed 
Take up Arms. to the erect poſition, excepting that the right 

: hand, during the time the body is riſing, 

{lips gradually to the muzzle of the firelock, Plate x. 

as in Fig. 3. Diſengage the right foot, and * 
n the body ſquare to the front, the right 


hand graſping the muzzle as in Fig. 4. Fig. 4: 


| 


| Plate V. 
"RP , The right hand is ſmartly — to its 0 ] 
RARE, as in ordered arms. 


p . 3% Fg GO awe... 
— = 72 4 8 IN 
: 1 


Wh 7 


ry wy WY The firelock is lifted from the order, two 
1 | Trail Arms. inches from the ground, exactly in the ſame 
1 (poſition. | 


N ? Fling the firelock with the right hand up 
1 0 to the left ſhoulder, catching it with the 
Recover from left hand about ſix inches above the guard, 


1 15 Order or Trail. -| and with the right cloſe below the guard; 
_ 88 the piece perpendicular, and the fling to the 


z bs Regular Syſtem of Inſpeclion of all Guards, Parties, &c. 


EACH ſoldier falls in with his arms ſhouldered, touching his 
right hand man ealy, and dreſſing well to the right; when 
the right hand man finds his left perfectly ſteady, he or- 


ders his arms, and ſtands at caſe, and ſo on from right to left of 


the rank, ſingly, man by man, taking care to keep the left foot 
firm on the ground, in order to remain in dreſs. When the 
Inſpecting Officer gives the word Attention, they will ſpring 
ſmartly up; then the line will be perfectly dreſſed, and every 
1 os man at his proper diſtance. The above inſtructions to be ſtrictly 
- attended to at all parades. 


Words 


8 #4 „ 
n „ 


» 


(he tA * ö 8 EV N n „ en 
8 N of ; n GY A * Ie 6rd; * 4 1 
R „ 1 611 7 n 
N t q "oy If Je; Fr 0 & 2 * * 1 5 ft - . * * 
N W r e „ 
; * * ; \ $ » 1 * r Y E * 4 
7 12 f . | 8 
C . [4 1 4 0 FP 4 
25 7 * F „ - 
1 6 n a 4 «£7 % 
G 9 i 7 1 a . 1 ; 
4 1 * * * 4 5 ? 
- 8 oy * * < * 
17 1 : 1 - * * - 
7 « : 2 1 
F 1 \ Ti - 
1 4 
* i * y * 
5 4 9 : 
: 1 8 = p_ * 
' . 
» 
o 5 . 
: — 
oy — 
% 
K — 
- 
P * 
V . 
1 
- 
1 F 
„ * 
— 
\ - o a 
K 4 Pp 
„ 8 0 7 
- * 
* d 1 v, 0 , 


Fix Bayonets. 


Ld 


| Open Pans. 


- 


Shut Pans. 

4 Order Arms. 
Draw Ramrods. 

5 ! 2 Return Ramrods. 

Order Arms. 

tte = | Eaſe Arms. 


eturn Bayonet. 


A 


| | I Stand at eaſe. 


} As in the Manual Exerciſe. 


Shoulder Arms. | 0 As in the Manual Exerciſe. 


Plate XII. No. 1. Bring the right hand 
| ſmart acroſs the body, the thumb under the 
| ſteel, the fingers over it; by a ſignal from the 
corporal advanced, the pan is thrown open: 
The third motion—the right hand brought 


{mart down by the fide. | 


Plate VI. 
Plate IV. 
Plate XII. 
„ 
Plate VIII. 
Fig. 1. 
Plate IV. 


Plate XII. 
Fig. 2. 


Plate Vv. 
Plate XII. 


Fig. 3. 
Plate XII. 
| | Fig. 4. 
Plate V. 
Fig. 2. 


Plate V. 
Fig. 3. 


Plate IX. 
Fig. 3 and 4. 
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Fig. 1. 
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( 18 ) 
Is to be as the firſt motion of Charge 
| Bayonet, in the Manual Exerciſe; the in- 
4 ſpeCting officer will then examine, very mi- 
nutely, the lock, braſſes, and all parts of the 
{ firelock below the top ſwivel. 7 


&. | 
Hate V. Shoulder Arms. f As in the Manual Exerciſe. 
5 3 f The right hand brought quick acroſs the 
Fig. 2. | | body, with the fingers extended above the 
POR, ſteel ; at the ſignal, a ſmart preſſure of the 
hand will ſhut the pan: the next ſignal, 
| the right hand is brought quick down to 
the fide. | 
0 Plate V. Order Arms. | As in the Manual Exerciſe. 


* 


Draw Ramrods. + 


* 


1ſt The thumb behind, the ſame as previ- 
ous to the ſhouldering. 24. Spring the fire- 
lock quick out of the right hand into the left, 
ſeizing the top of the ramrod with the thumb 


and fingers of the right hand- and make a half 
face to the left at the ſame time. 3d. Bring the 


ramrod half way out, and ſeize it back-handed. 
4th. Spring it quite out, entering the thick 
end of the ramrod into the muzzle. 5th. The 


hand dropt quick to the muzzle. 6th. Seize the 


= 


top 
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Return Ramrods. 4+ 


1 p : Rs 


9 
top of the ramrod with the thumb and finger. 


7th. Each ſoldier will let his ramrod fall into 
| the barrel, man by man, as the inſpecting 


a 


| officer paſſes them from right to left. 8th. 


Seize the top of the ramrod with the thumb 
and finger of the right hand, bringing it half 
| way out with the back of the hand outwards: 

take it quite out, lay the ſmall end of the 
ramrod on the right ſhoulder, the thick 


end to reſt on the turn of the bayonet. D 


gth. The inſpecting officer will examine the 
muzzle of the firelock, the bayonet, and the 
top of the ramrod, (in order to ſee if the bar- 


rel is clean in the inſide) from left to right. 


” 1oth. When the officer has paſſed the left 
hand man, he will raiſe the thick end of his 
ramrod upwards, pointing the ſmall end in 
the loop, ſpring it quick down ; ſeizing the 


—— 


the left ſhoulder, and face ſmartly to the 
front. 


D 2 


quite home, the muzzle to the hollow of 


late XII. 


IL 


top with the thumb and finger, bringing it Fig. 4- 
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| to the muzzle 


4 
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Order Arms. 
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Platoon Exerciſe. 


FRONT RANK STANDING. 


a 


the right hand placed againſt the pan cover, 
or ſteel; the fingers clenched, and the elbow 
a little turned out, ſo that the wriſt may be 
clear of the cock. The greateſt care ſhould 


| be taken to keep the lock well forward, ſo 


that the head need not be at all turned to 


view it only a caſt of the eye downwards. 


* 


ſteel, with a ſtrong motion of the thumb, 


in, and keeping the firelock ſteady i in the left 


— 


ann,, 1 


A 
* 
yn * 
- 


I 


d—Bring your hand round to the pouch, 
and draw out the cartridge. 


* 
- — 5 , 


* * 


- 


* ” 


The reſt as above deſcribed, excepting, | that in the quick 


* 


” 


forced by the right arm, turning the elbow 


loading; all the motions are to be done with as much diſpatch 
as poſſible ; the ſoldiers taking their time from the flugel man 
in front, for caſting about and ſhouldering only. 


Priming 


iſt—Bring the firelock down in one briſk Plate XIV. 


1 Fig. 1. 
motion to the priming poſition, the thumb of 


2d—Open the pan, by throwing up the Fig. a. 


Fig. 3s 
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Plate XIX. 
Fig. 1. 


Fig. 2. and 3. 


Plate XIV. 
.. 


Fig. 4. and 5. 


o 
% 


- In firing three deep, the priming poſition 
for the front rank is the height of the waiſt- 
and of the breeches; for the center rank, 


Priming Poſition. 4 about the middle of the ſtomach ; and for 


1ſt. 
Make Ready. 


__ 
Preſent. 


” 
Fire. 


Handle Cartridge. 


| 


os 


the rear rank, cloſe to the breaſt :—the fire- 


lock in all theſe poſitions, is to be kept per- 


fectly horizontal. 


As uſual; bringing the firelock to the Re- 


cover, and inſtantly cocking. 


iſt—Slip the left hand along the ling as 
far as the ſwell of the firelock, and bring the 


* 


piece down to the Preſent, ſtepping back 
about ſix inches to the rear with the right 


foot. 


After firing drop the firelock briſkly to 
the Priming Poſition. 
2d—Half cock. 


" 1ſt—Draw the cartridge from the pouch. 
2d—Bring it to the mouth, holding it be- 
tween the fore finger and thumb, and bite off 


»„— 


the top of it. 
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| .{ 1t--Shake ſome powder into the pan. Plate XV. 1 4 
5th 2d—Shut the pan with the three laſt "2 
SO Prime. 3 : 18 2 
| gd—Sere the ſmall of the butt with the 
3 Labove three fingers. Fig. 3. - , | f J 
I 1ſt Face to the left on both heels, ſo that : MY 
the right toe may point directly to the front, 1 
e and the body be a very little faced to the left, | 4 
bringing at the ſame time the firelock round 4 
0 the left ſide without ſinking it. It ſnould, 
in this momentary poſition, be almoſt per- | 
pendicular, (having the muzzle only a ſmall | 
| degree brought forward) and as ſoon as it is Fig. 4- 
1 ſteady there, it muſt inſtantly be forced down | 
| | mn | within two inches of the ground, the butt | 
3 7” nearly oppoſite the left heel, and the firelock | 
e itſelf ſomewhat ſloped, and directly to the 
front; the right hand at the ſame inſtant 
. catches the muzzle, in order to ſteady it. Plate XVI. 
| 2d—Shake the powder into the barrel, 5 | 
putting in after it the paper and ball. Fig. 1. | 
| 34 Seize the top of the ramrod with the | 1 
fore finger and thumb. Fig. 2. £4 
7 | 
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WIN! Draw Ramrods. 


LP 
LI 
1 4 ; 
= 3 5 
+ 5 
2 * 2 
1 
a» 4 
* 0 5 
bi : 
. 
3-3 
f. $ 
7 
25 
0 4 » * 
+ Y | 
3 1 
2 
5 N 
4 
4 


. 
_- 
k i | * 
244 
=2 F 
4 > 
I 2 
+ 
þ 1 
4 


Fig. 5. 


3th 


Fig.6. Nam down Car- 


tridge. 


Plate XVII. 
Fig. 3. 
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. 
Return Ramrods. 
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Plate XVIII. 


it back-handed exactly in the middle. 
4 2d—Draw it entirely out, and turning it 


3 


- 


( 24 ) 
"  1ſt—<Force the ramrod half out, and ſeize 


. 


- 


with the whole hand and arm well extended 
Lin front, put it one inch into the barrel. 


- 


- 1ſt—Puſh the ramrod down, holding it as 
before, exactly in the middle, until the hand 
touches the muzzle. 

2d Slip the fore finger and thumb to the 
| upper end, without letting the ramrod fall 


| 


further into the barrel. 

3d—Puſh the cartridge well down to the 
bottom. 5 

4th Strike it two very quick ſtrokes with 
(the ramrod. 


Iſt-Draw the ramrod out, catching it 
back-handed. 


briſkly from you, with the arm extended, and 
put it into the loops, forcing it as quick as 
poſſible to the bottom; then face to the pro- 
per front, the finger and thumb of the right 
hand holding the ramrod, as in the poſition 
immediately previous to drawing it, and the 
_butt raiſed two inches from the ground. 


roth 


| 2d—Draw it entirely out, turning it very 


— 


roth 


Shoulder Arms. 
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(45) 
Strike the top of the muzzle ſmartly with 


time throw it nimbly up, at one motion, to 


the ſhoulder, 


N. B. Though the butts are not to come to the ground in caſt- 
ing about, as accidents might happen from it; yet they are per- 
mitted, while loading, to be ſo reſted, but it muſt be done with- 
out noiſe, and in a manner imperceptible in the front. 


Make Ready. 


L 


The Poſition of each Rank in the Firmgs. 


FRONT RANK KNEELING. 


BRING the firelock briſkly up to the 


Recover, catching it in the left hand, and 
without ſtopping, ſink down with a quick 
motion upon the right knee, keeping the left 
foot faſt ; the butt end of the firelock, at the 
ſame moment, falling upon the ground ; then 


cock, and inſtantly ſeize the cock and ſteel 


together in the right hand, holding the piece 
firm in the left, about the middle of that part 


{which is between the lock and the ſwell of the 


E ſtock: 


the right hand, in order to fix the bayonet 
and ramrod more firmly, and at the ſame 
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VVV LAY y the bell, and pointing upwards. As the 
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. . © 5 I body is ſinking, the right knee is to be thrown 
__ back, that the left leg may be right up and 
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. 90 down; the right foot a little turned out; the _ 3 


k | | N © | body ſtraight, and the head as much up, as if 
=. | 1 0 e ſhouldered: the firelock muſt be upright, and 
/ Sh e, | | the butt about four inches to the right of the 
it th rants ü { inſide of the left 0s \ W 5 


| . . Bring the firelock down firmly to the Pre- 

. ſent, by ſliding the left hand, to the full ex- 
tent of the arm, along the ſling, without 
F 7 1 5 lletting the motion tell; the right hand at 
the ſame time ſpringing up the butt, 
43h ſo high againſt the right ſhoulder, that 
the head may not be too much lowered in 
taking aim; the right cheek cloſe to the butt; 
oY the left eye ſhut, and the middle finger of 
wn the right hand on the trigger; look along the 
barrel with the right eye, from the breech 


5 pin to the muzzle, and remain ſteady. . 


N | Pull the trigger ſtrong with the middle fin- 
; 55 ger; and as ſoon as fired, ſpring up nimbly 


upon the left leg, keeping the body erect, 
and the left foot faſt; bringing the right 
EE { heel to the hollow of the left ; at the ſame in- 
ſtant, 
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| ſtant, drop the firelock to the priming poſition, 
| the height of the waiſtband of the breeches ; | 
Half Cock; Handle Cartridge, and go on with plate Xx. 


the loading motions, as before deſcribed. Fig. % * 


I. 


* 
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CENTER RANK. 


SPRING the firelock briſkly to the Re- 
| cover ; as ſoon as the left hand ſeizes the fire- 
lock above the lock, raiſe the right elbow a 
| | [little, placing the thumb of that hand upon vl ts” 


the cock, with the fingers open on the plate Fig. 1. 


| of the lock, and then, as quick as poſſible, 
! cock the piece, by dropping the elbow and 
forcing down the cock with the thumb, ſtep 
at the ſame time with the right foot a 
moderate pace to the right, keeping the 
| | left faſt; ſeize the ſmall of the butt with the 
right hand. The piece muſt be held in this 
oſition perpendicular, and oppoſite the left 5 
ſide of the face, the butt cloſe to the breaſt, 
but not preſſed; the body ſtraight, and full 
(to the front, and the head erect. 


TY 


Make Ready. of 
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front rank. Plate XX. 
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2 Pull | 


25 (4s in the foregoing explanati 
Preſent. As in tne foregoing exp 10n for the 
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| Fire. 
Plate XX. 
Make Ready 
Plate XXI. | 
Fig. 2. P r eſent. 


Pull the trigger ſtrong with the middle 
finger, and as ſoon as fired, bring the firelock 
to the priming poſition, about the height of 
the ſtomach; the reſt, as in explanation of 
Priming and Loading ;—with this difference 
only, that the left foot is to be drawn up to 
the right, at the ſame time that the firelock 
is brought down to the priming poſition ; and 
| that immediately after the firelock is thrown 
up to the ſhoulder, the men ſpring to the left 
again, and cover their file leaders. - 


A. 


REAR RANK. 


: RECOVER and cock, as before directed 
for the center rank; and as the firelock is 
brought to the Recover, ſtep briſkly to the 
the right a full pace, at the ſame time placing 
the left heel about ſix inches before the point 
of the right foot. The body to be kept 


ſtraight, and as ſquare to the front as poſſi- 
ble. 


sin directions for the center rank; only 
leaning well on the left foot. 


| Fire. 
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( 29 ) 
As in directions for the center rank ;—re- 
membering only the difference of the priming 
Fire. 4 poſition for this rank, as before deſcribed ; 
after firing and ſhouldering, the men ſtep as 


the center rank does. 


N. B. In firing with the front rank ſlanding; that rank makes 
ready, &c. as ſpecified in the article relative to the Platoon 
Exerciſe. 


Firing by Platoons. 


THE officers, inſtead of giving the words, Platoon, Make 


Ready, Preſent, Fire; are to pronounce the words ſhort, as for 


inſtance, Toon, Ready, Fſent, Fire. 
In firing by platoons or diviſions, the officers commanding 


them are to ſtep out one pace, on the cloſe of the Preparative, 


and face to the left towards their men; they there ſtand perfectly 


ſteady till the laſt part of the General, when they ſtep back again 
into their proper intervals, all at the ſame time. After a di- 


viſion has fired, the right hand man of it ſteps out one pace, in 


front of the officer, but {till keeping his own proper front, and 
gives the time for caſting about and ſhouldering; after which he 
falls back again into his place in the front rank. 


The flugel man of a battalion is alſo to keep his front, in 


giving 


Plate XX. 
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giving the time of exerciſe. In firing by grand diviſions, the _ 


center officer falls back, on the Preparative, into the fourth rank, 


and is replaced by the covering ſerjeant. _ GA 
1 
Pile or File Arms. | 


THIS is done from the Order, Front Rank to the Right about, 
Face; at the ſame moment the center rank makes a quarter face 
to the left; throwing the firelock out of the right hand into the 
left, and ſpringing the butt againſt the left heel, with the lock 
_ outwards. The rear rank brings the right hand to the muzzle 
of the firelock, and ſprings the butt againſt his right heel, with 
the lock to the rear. The files ſlope their arms, er e rants 
rods in each other, and ſo form the complete pile. 


The front rank ſtep back one pace; the 
center one, and the rear two. If there are 
only two ranks file, the rear muſt taꝶe open or- 


Stand Clear Arms. 4 der; the front to the right about, when they 


; lock arms to the right alternately, viz. two 
| fronts, one rear; and two rear, and one 
tront. 

{ID 
n 1 r ; RR * 4 FE 4 . . 4 My 1 | "oy 4 15 y TRY 2 5 


n 


5 3p 


$5 Hs 


7230014 514) 10 eee Stand to Arms, each m graſps his 
I piece with his left hand; at the word Arms, 
„ite front rank faces to the right about, and 

7 4 a wm 1 each man throws his firelock from his left 

2.» _ [hand into his right; —and ſo is again in 

OT | [Lorder. 1 ar 

THE ſerjeants carrying halberts, will ſhoulder their halbert 


on the right ſide, in a manner ſimilar to that of ſhouldering the 
firelock on the left, letting the point of the ſtaff reſt between 
the two firſt fingers. They will order in three motions. 

iſt motion. Seize the halbert with the left hand oppoſite the 


; 


point of the right ſhoulder. : 
2d motion. Raiſe the right hand to catch the halbert, about 


two inches above the left hand, keeping the elbow cloſe to the 

oo „ | = TN = | 

zd motion.—Sink the halbert to the ground, with 
hand; the left falling to its firſt poſition. 
When the battalion ſhoulder, the ſerjeant will ſhoulder his 


halbert, the motion exactly the ſame as with the firelock, only 


the right 


- 


t 


on the right ſide,—in two motions. 
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1 itt motion On the word Shoulder take a graſp of the halbert 

Wenn, TO 
2d motion Throw the halbert lightly to the right ſhoulder, 

F catching it with the right hand. MOOS Pi i ter 
bred When the battalion charge, the ſerjeants will Charge Halberts, 

| | in two motions. OST 1 

FlwKhate XXIV. 1ſt motion, as the firſt motion of the Order. 


2d motion Raiſe the right hand till the knuckles reſt upon 

the rear of the right hip, the left hand will bring down the point 

1 of the halbert to about the height of the chin. 
| Serjeants remain at the Shoulder during the performance of the 
other parts of the exerciſe : there being the ſame number of mo- 

tions for the Shoulder, Order and Charge with the halbert as with 

the firelock, the ſame time will be obſerved whilſt performing 


thoſe motions. 
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THE poſition of an officer is exactly the ſame as that de- 
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Inſtructions for Officers. 


ſcribed for the private. Officers muſt draw their ſwords on 


* 


taking their poſts in the ranks. 


raw Swords. 


I have deſcribed the firſt poſition in Plate I. 


Having with the left hand ſeized the ſcabbard 


7 


ſword muſt be raiſed perpendicular, ſo as to 
e 


| meet the right hand. The right hand, at t 


time the left ſeizes the ſcabbard, will be 
brought, with a quick motion, acroſs the 
body, ſo as to claſp the hilt, if not with a 
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1 as near the top as the belt will admit; the 
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full graſp, as near as poſſible to do it with 


4 | | 


| eaſe, and the motion graceful. | 


{ The next motion is to draw the ſword 


the recover. The right hand will draw the 
ſword, and with a graceful motion raiſe the 
| hilt in front of the face ; the flat of the blade 
oppoſite to the noſe, and the tip of the thumb 
| ON an equal height with the bottom of the 


% 


| chin. | 


ſwiftly out of the ſcabbard, and bring it to 


Plate XXII, 
Fig, . 


Fig. 2. 
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If the ranks are at Cloſe Order, the officer will lupe bit, 
the right hand will be lowered with the ſword, Juſt ſo. far on the 
right ſide as to admit of the hand keeping a firm graſp of the 
hilt; and being brought well ſquare to the front, the blade will 
fall oy the right ſhoulder, where it will be held ſteady and 


When the ranks are at open order, the ſword will be extended 
diagonally acroſs the body, from the right ſide to the point of 
the left ſhoulder ; the right arm being ſtraightened perpendicu- 
| be bent, ſo that the 


— . 


larly down the right ſide, the left arm wil 


left hand may take the blade of the ſword, edgeways, between 


the fingers and thumb, and be oppoſite to the point of the 
ſhoulder. 

In the Salute flanding, the ſword is raiſed to the front of the 
face (as in the recover) when the general paſſes the next officer 
on the right; then, when the general or field officer has paſſed 
that officer neareſt on the right, the right hand of the ſaluting 
officer will at firſt ſlowly move, but when near half the half cir- 


cle is performed, he will ſmartly drop the ſword, to point about 


twelve inches in the front of the toe; but as the ſword will be 
brought down to the ſide, ſo that the guard will touch the ſeam 
of the breeches, the point 1s conſequently held in a ſtraight line, 
about three inches on the right of the right foot; the officer will 
then look to the front, and ſtand very ſteady. When the ge- 


neral has paſſed the ſaluting officer, he will recover his ſword as 


* 


in Fig. 2. Plate XXII. then drop it, as in Fig. 4. 
In marching in open ranks, the ſword 1s carried, as 


Pate 


ee e 7 
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Plate XXII. 
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| In /aluting, the officer muſt be careful to look 
direct at the officer ſaluled. He muſt by no means begin his 


ſalute, till the rear rank of the diviſion in his front, are three 


* 


The ſword will then be recovered, as 
e firſt motion with the right 


paces paſt che general. 
in Fig. 2. Plate XXII. beginning t 


leg, then waiting one ſtep, and dropping the ſword; with the 
right leg, exactly to the ſame poſition as when ſaluting ſtanding; 5 
march three ſteps, with the point down; and at the fourth, 
which will be with the right leg, bring the ſword up to the re- 
cover, wait one ſtep, then with the right leg, bring it to Plate 
xx PET Re. n. 

N. B. Much attention ſnould be given to uniformity in the 
dreſs; and putting the hat properly on the head. And as by 
conſtant attention and practice, the ſoldier is accuſtomed to be 
extremely firm and ſteady in the ranks; it is therefore eſſentially 


— 


the duty of an officer, to preſerve the ſame ſtrictneſs; and to let 


precept be ſupported by example. | ENT 
Before I conclude, I muſt obſerve to young officers, the bad 
effects of confining ſoldiers by impriſoning them in guard rooms, 


for {mall and trivial offences. 


| The firſt and chief object. when 
a recruit is to be trained for the ranks, is to teach him regularity 
and method. His time ſhould be ſo diſpoſed and allotted, that 


every hour in the day ſhould be employed : Cleaning himſelf, 


burniſhing his- arms and accoutrements, with the hours ap- 
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(80 F pointed for drill, and for any other duty which he may be or- 
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3 de'ered to perform, ſuch as orderly in barracks, cleaning rooms, 
5G 1 cooking for his own meals, &c. may, altogether ſo occupy his 


full time, that little leiſure can be left for waſte, in lounging abuunt 


- 


; Rn and drinking. The conſtant and regular performance of theſe 
employments, | become habitual, and the ſoldier goes ſucceſſively 


from one duty to another, almoſt inſtinctively. But if this 


order and punctuality, is broken through by confinement 3 in his 
1 priſon room, the ſoldier either fleeps all day, or lolls upon 


- 


benches, regardleſs of his appearance or character; he acquires | 


RIES a habit of indolence, and ſoon loſes that attention to propriety 


” r * — 


| .and regularity, which he had by cuſtom obtained; his health 


. R . 
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| fades away before ſloth and negligence ; ; his miſconduct in- 


LY 


creaſes; and much care and labour muſt be exerted, in the 


1 - 


| attempt to reinſtate him as an uſeful and orderly ſoldier. Hence, 


I wiſh to enforce, that any mode of puniſhment j is preferable to 8 


confinement. For inſtance, an increaſe of fatigue; the ſhame 


z — 


| of a turned coat; or any other of thoſe modes of diſgrace which | 
3 are daily practiſed. In reſpect to puniſhment, I would always 
3 ſtrongly recommend that manner, by which the burthen of duty 
1 mould fall upon thoſe men, whoſe conduct has been faulty; by - 
1 which means, the fatigue of the good men will be lightened, 
ant and the award anſwer two purpoſes —puniſhing the guilty, and 
rewarding the meritorious. 15 5 = 3 
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